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have started beginning of March.

Good news! The plantationbés f

This year, 4 new people joined the team. We are now

who are helping us in the project planning.

Meet the team:
http://www.tree-nation.com/the-team

Water and fences: our two top priorities!

We are currently in the middle of the West-African dry season, which means an ambient temperature of
45 Celsius and the arid ground is submitted to very hard desert conditions. The rainy season should
normally start end of June and get stronger in July and August. We are waiting for 600 mm of rainfall,
which will let us again admire a landscape that has turned green and full of live. Meanwhile in the
nursery, thanks to the water access, all the trees start to blossom and we can see little leaves come out.

While waiting for the rainy season we are planning to get an irrigation system in place, which we need
for some of the new species that we will plant this year. The aquifer (underground layer of permeable
rock that yields water) is about 140m deep, thus complicating the drilling necessary to get the 30 square
meters of water needed to nourish all our trees! Due to drilling and solar installation expensive costs, we
will invest gradually in these infrastructures. There are easier places to drill but the main benefit of this
plateau region is that it hosts a giant aquifer. It is nearly unused and has a very fast renewal capacity.
You may have heard that irrigation wears the ground out. In Dosso this is quite the contrary as the area
is actually located above an underground sea. The quasi-inexistent irrigation has to be developed in
order to provide better living conditions for everyone.

On the main Tree-Nation plantation, which is about 15 km
away from Dosso, Niger, activities for this year plantation

aln

a

permanent team of 7 people: one manager, one forestry
specialist, one agronomist, two nurserymen and two
technicians. Plus, the precious help from scientific experts
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Mariam preparing the comfortable bed of a future seed

Until we have the irrigation issues settled we are
getting our water from about 1km away in a
neighboring field equipped with a water castle. Our
brave pair of oxen, helped by a cart and four oil
drums are doing quite some journeys to bring water
to the plants every second day.
We have also fenced in the little field to avoid
animals from devouring the young trees. We are
getting ready to install a long fence that will cover
the 50 acres of the plantation, following the line of
the living barrier made up from thousands of
Acacias. It will protect the field from herding animals
that could wander during transhumance. Lastly, it of
course also prevents the chopping.
To sum up, our priorities in these last few weeks:

1- Putting in place the nursery in order to have
our baby trees ready when the rainy season
gets going.

2- Start the preparation of the plot of land that
will be used for the Moringa Park and install
the fence.

The Tree-Nation nursery:
Our tree nursery includes different tree species that will be planted on the main plantation and in some
villages in the region. Our goal for the villages is to design a financial pattern linked to the benefits they will
generate from the trees. This economic impulse will ensure the best possible care of the trees.
Since March 31%, we are done with the preparation process in the nursery. All the pots were filled up with a
substrate made of compost (a mix of manure and sand) then lined up by rows of 1000.
Women came from the surrounding villages to give us a hand. Each one could fill between 200 to 400 pots
per day earning a little extra for every pot.
For the good management of the project, we have divided the team by tasks:

- Issa and Laouali, the nursery-men: preparation of more than 5 tons of substrate each day!

- Dosseize and Boubé, the technicians: transportation of the manure and sand with the great help of

the donkeys.

- Anne-Sophie, Boukari and Issa: filling up the pots
On April 3™ the team started seeding pots with 2 to 3 seeds per pot. At this stage watering is needed night
and day, and al so not forget the weeding that neec
we dondt use fertilizer o-ternpite productispread enxtheehpardsanthenutsery.
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,;P . The 33 000 plants of the nursery are divided in
The pots lined up by row of 1000 three categories:

1 The forestry species : 28 800 plants. They are
mainly composed of four varieties of Acacias:
Senegal, Siberiana, Albidia and Seyal. They are very
resistant and their long root system helps preventing
desertification. The Arabic gum produced by the
Acacia Senegal is very appreciated by local people.
This species is also used to create the living hedges.

We also plant two types of Ziziphus, whose graft with
the wild plant give a great
We also plant Karitée, which butter is well known for
its numerous properties.

1 The fruit trees: 2700 plants: They are composed
of lemon trees, mango trees, papaya trees and guava
trees.

1 The threatened and rare species: 1500 plants.
All are local species, such as the Sclerocarya, a tree
whose fruit (that tastes like Pineapple) is not very
used yet, but makes a great juice.

Soon the new species will be introduced in the section
APl ant ! 0 o-NatiomWeb3itee e

If you have any kind of question related to our
plantation activities, do not hesitate to contact
Anne-Sophie on her wall at:

http://www.tree-nation.com/users/profile/47749 What é6s coming up onreport?t h

or write to plant@tree-nation.com The construction of the first huts to welcome
our Tree-Nation members on the plantation
from this summer!

@ And the direct seeding of the Moringa.
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